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the Cardinal de Tencin should succeed him;
but his sister was such an intrigante that Car-
dinal de Fleury advised me to have nothing to
do with the matter, and I behaved so as to
destroy all his hopes, and to undeceive others.
M. d'Argenson has strongly impressed me with
the same opinion, and has succeeded in destroy-
ing all my respect for him." This is what the
King said, according to my friend Quesnay, who,
by the bye, was a great genius, as everybody
said, and a very lively, agreeable man. He
liked to chat with me about the country, I
had been bred up there, and he used to set me
a talking about the meadows of Normandy and
Poitou, the wealth of the formers, and the modes
of culture. He was the best-natured man in the
world, and the farthest removed from petty in-
trigue. While he lived at Court, he was muchat every thing should be directed.
